Desert Vista High School

Percussion Ensemble 2
2010-2011
Syllabus
Marching Students

· Please sign and return this cover page

NON-Marching Students

· Please sign this cover page

· Complete the Student Information page

· Travel and Medical Release form


I have read all rules and regulations as laid out in the concert band and locker/instrument checkout sections of the band constitution and agree to them in their entirety. I agree to fulfill any and all student or parent/guardian obligations as described above. I understand that all rules and regulations as stated above will be enforced equitably and followed consistently by the band director, staff, and student leaders of the Desert Vista Band in the administration of a safe and successful band program.

                   _______________________________                                             ___________________________

                           Parent/Guardian Print Name                                                                      Student Print Name

                    ________________________________            ___/___/___          ___________________________

                       Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                           Student Signature

Non-Marching Student Information Sheet

Student Name___________________________________________________________________

                        Last                          First                                               Middle Initial

Address_____________________________________________________Zip________

Home Phone_____________________________       Emergency Phone ____________

Parent/Guardian Names___________________________________________________________

Guardian Email Addresses_________________________________________________________

Student Email Address_____________________________ 

Student ID #____________________

Instrument________________________________

Band (Circle One)  Concert Band / Symphonic Band / Wind Ensemble / Percussion 

________________________________________________________________________
D.V.H.S. BAND TRAVEL AND MEDICAL RELEASE

          (Non-marching Students)

             For the school year June 15 2010, through June 15, 2011
CONTACT INFORMATION
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Last Name                                                            First Name                                                              Middle Initial                           Student ID #

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address                                                           City                                                           Zip                                                Home Phone     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-Mail Address

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mother/Guardian Name                           Home Phone                                 Cell Phone                              Work Phone                      Pager

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Father/Guardian Name                           Home Phone                                 Cell Phone                              Work Phone                      Pager

Emergency Contact (Person other than parents who can answer on your behalf in an emergency):

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name                                                                        Relationship                   Home Phone                          Work Phone                                  Other

______________________________________________________________________________
Family Physician                                                       Address                                                                                                         Phone

______________________________________________________________________________
Dentist/Orthodontist                                                  Address                                                                                                         Phone

PLEASE INITIAL YOUR CHOICE BETWEEN THE FOLLOWING TWO INSURANCE OPTIONS:

OPTION 1 ___________(Initial Here)

I/We affirm that I am/we are the parent or legal guardian of the above-named student.  I/We request that the above-named student be exempt from the school accident insurance requirements for the students participating in music activities.  I/We represent that the above-named student is currently covered during the present school year by a medical insurance policy, which provides protection at least in the equivalent sums and coverage as the policy offered by the school. This includes coverage in the event of injury in a school supervised activity.

Insurance Company                                                                                                         Policy Number

OPTION 2 ____________ (Initial Here)

I/We desire insurance that will fulfill the school accident and insurance requirement. (This insurance application must be picked up at the school activities office or bookstore – it is your responsibility to ensure it is properly processed). I/We have read understand the information contained on this form.

STUDENT BEHAVIOR: I UNDERSTAND THAT IF I BREAK THE RULES, CAUSE ANY EMBARRASSMENT OR TROUBLE, THE FOLLOWING DISCPLINARY ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.

1. I may be sent home, at my own expense, at the earliest possible opportunity. I will be chaperoned home, and will pay the chaperone’s expenses home.

2. I may be dropped form class with a failing grade.

3. When I return to Desert Vista, I may be disciplined by school administration.

4. If a law is broken, I may be punished under the law.

5. No monetary rebate will be made for any unused portion of the trip.

6. I will call home at my expense, and arrange to be met upon my arrival.

Student Signature                                                                                                                                                        Date

Marching Instrument:________________________________        Concert Instrument:_______________________________________________

CONCERT     SYMPHONIC     WIND ENSEMBLE          PERCUSSION     COLOR GUARD           (circle one)

HEALTH HISTORY (To be completed by Parent/Guardian)

Student Name                                                                                                                                             Date of Birth                                              Male/Female

Circle any of the following conditions that your child may have or had in the past:

Allergy (medications)                             Diabetes                                       Menstrual Cramps                              Tuberculosis

Anemia                                                    Emotional Problems                    Migraine Headaches                          Valley Vever

Arthritis                                                   Fractures                                      Seizures                                              Other

Asthma                                                    Hearing Problems                        Sinus Problems                                   Dietary Restrictions       

Back Pain                                                Heart Murmur                              Skin Rashes                                        Vegetarian

Blackouts                                                Hernia                                           Sore Throat                                         Food Allergies

Concussion                                             Kidney Problems                          Surgery

If you circled any of the above, please give dates and details____________________________________________________

Date of last tetanus shot ___________________________(Month/Year)

If more than ten years ago, the student must have a current tetanus shot before the trip

Do you give permission to the first aid staff to dispense Tylenol to your child if requested and deemed appropriate?       YES          NO

Is your child taking any medicines (over-the-counter or prescription)?          YES                      NO

If yes, what? ________________________________________ What for? ______________________________________

**List any over-the-counter or prescription medicines to be taken to camp/trip (must be updated before each trip if there are changes):

**All over-the-counter and prescription medicines – except Tylenol – must be in the original container and given to the chaperone prior to departure.

PARENTAL PERMISSION FOR ACTIVITY

The above named student is given my permission, as a legal guardian, to participate in all band activities which depart Desert Vista High School during the school year from June 15, 2010 – June 15, 2011.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE: If emergency service involving medical action or treatment is required and the parents(s) or guardian(s) cannot be contacted, I hereby consent for the student named above to be given medical treatment by the doctor or hospital selected by the director or chaperone. I hereby state responsibility for any medical expenses incurred for my student.

We hace read, understand and agree to the information contained on this form.

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________________ Date____________________________

********REQUIRED SIGNATURE BELOW********

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ________ day of ___________._____.

____________________________________My commission expires:________________

                                                                NOTARY PUBLIC/SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR

FA 802: Percussion Ensemble 2

Period 2 – 9:22 – 10:19
Aaron Morales, Instructor

amorales@tuhsd.k12.az.us
480-706-7900 x 1849

Course Objectives:

In this class, you will explore beginning to intermediate techniques on percussion instruments in a solo and in an ensemble setting. You will continue to develop a solid foundation on concert and marching snare drum, mallets (2 and 4), timpani, drum set, and auxiliary percussion (including but not limited to concert bass drum, cymbals, triangle, tambourine, tam tam, etc). 

Beginning/Intermediate Percussion:

On the third week of class, there will be auditions for two purposes. The first will be for placement in Symphonic Band. Auditioning for Symphonic Band is not mandatory, but is highly recommended and will earn you extra points. The second will be for placement in beginning or intermediate sections of the class. If placed in beginning, you will spend more time working on fundamentals and exercises. If placed in intermediate, you will also spend time on fundamentals and exercises, but you will also have the opportunity to perform in a chamber setting. Everyone will perform in large ensembles in the Winter and Spring. 
Materials Needed:

Pen/pencil and paper

1” binder with sheet protectors

A practice pad – HQ, Xymox, Vic Firth, Vater (preferably not the Remo)

A stick bag

Snare drum sticks - 
1 pair of concert sticks (i.e. Vic Firth SD1 Generals)  

1 pair of marching (i.e. Vic Firth Ralph Hardimon)

*If you need any advice on sticks/mallets to purchase, don’t hesitate to ask!

White electrical tape

Ear plugs

A box of Kleenex

(Though keyboard mallets and timpani mallets are not required for 2nd hour percussion, they are nice to have.)

 Go to www.thunderband.org to read the entire syllabus and return the first four pages.

(Only return the first one if you are in marching band)

Classroom Rules
Be respectful of self and others.

Be respectful to the instructional process at all times.

Be respectful to all instruments and facilities.

Have all materials necessary for class.

Follow all set-up and tear-down procedures including proper storage of instruments and sticks/mallets.

Under no circumstances should any instrument or stick/mallet be on the ground at any time.

You may only play on the instruments that are pertinent to your own ensemble music. 

Use lockers properly. Avoid stick theft.

Be sure to thoroughly read through the handbook, as all procedures are explained in further detail!

Grading procedure:

Semester grades – 80%

Participation


100 points per month

Check-offs


100 points per month

Concerts


300 points per concert

Festivals


300 points per festival 

Final Exam – 20%

Participation points are awarded on a monthly basis. You will maintain your participation points if you adhere to all of the classroom rules. By breaking classroom rules, you can lose up to 5 points a day.

Check-offs are given monthly to ensure that you are spending a sufficient amount of time practicing outside of class, as well as to gauge if you will be prepared for advanced percussion ensemble. Check-offs can include audition materials, exercises, etudes, or ensemble music excerpts.

Concerts and festivals are self explanatory. Your points are awarded for attendance, performance, and correct concert dress. 

Your final exam will be check-offs.

Regionals and Solo & Ensemble:
In January, there is festival that takes place where you can audition for the regional honor band and/or perform a solo or an ensemble for a judge. It is not mandatory to participate in this festival for 2nd hour percussionists. However, you might be strongly encouraged to participate if you are in the intermediate section of class. Note that it does cost money.

The cost is: 

$15 for a regional audition

$10 per solo

$5 per member per ensemble 

Extra Credit:

You may attend other DV music concerts throughout the semester for extra credit! Provide a program autographed by the director and you will be awarded extra points!

Percussion Ensemble 2
(Format coincides with the Band Handbook)

1. Participation

a. For all freshman students interested in percussion ensemble.

i. Meets 2st Hour

b. Admission to the group is open.

c. Both a $30 course fee and a $25 activity fee ($55 total) are assessed by the school district for participation in the class.

d. Instruments and lockers are available for rental from the band (see Band Lockers and Instrument Checkout).

2. Expectations of Members

a. Students are expected to practice an average of 30 minutes per day.

b. Students are strongly encouraged to take private lessons.

i. A list of private instructors can be obtained from the director. Costs will vary depending on the duration of the lesson and the instructor.

c. Members must attend all concerts and festivals.

i. Concerts and Festivals comprise the main portion of the student’s grade in the class.

ii. Concerts and Festivals will be posted on the calendar and the students will be notified in advance. However, the dates and times of these events are subject to change due to extenuating circumstances.

iii. Students are expected to arrive at the designated time in the proper concert attire (see uniforms).

iv. Failure to attend concerts or festivals will result in a change in grade.

v. Students are required to attend the concert in its entirety. This entails watching the performance from the earliest possible until the conclusion of the final piece. Students who fail to comply with this policy will be marked absent for the concert.

1. Individual exceptions or change in this policy will be at the discretion of the director.
2. Concert attendance for 2nd hour will only be required during the second semester.
vi. No student may participate in a performance if he/she is failing a class.

vii. Students may not be permitted to participate in a performance if the director feels that he/she is not prepared, based on poor attendance or lack of practice.

d. Members must attend all sectionals and rehearsals

i. Sectionals and rehearsals will be a portion of the student’s grade.

1. Sectionals will be required by the director throughout the year.

2. Additional rehearsals will be held as necessary at the discretion of the director.

ii. Attendance I required at all sectionals and all additional rehearsals, as well as class period rehearsals.

1. Notice for sectionals or additional rehearsals will be given at least 3 days in advance.

iii. Failure to attend a section or an additional rehearsal will result in a change of grade, the amount of which is at the director’s discretion. Failure may also result in the loss of the band letter.

e. Testing

i. There will be periodic playing checks and tests throughout the year.

ii. Playing tests will comprise a portion of the student’s participation grade.

iii. Criteria will be established prior to test day.

iv. Make-ups and re-tests may be permitted depending on the situation with the director’s approval.

f. Uniforms

i. Students in Percussion Ensemble must provide their own concert attire, unless participating in a concert band.
ii. Concert attire for gentlemen:

1. Includes a black dress shirt, black dress slacks, all black dress shoes (marching shoes are acceptable) and black socks.

iii. Concert attire for ladies:

1. Includes their own black blouse, floor-length black skirt or black dress pants, and all black dress shoes (no flip-flops are permissible).

iv. The above-described attire will be considered proper concert attire for all concerts and festivals.

g. Rehearsal Conduct

i. Students are expected to arrive to class on time. Upon arrival students are to warm up and prepare for the rehearsal.

ii. The daily agenda will be posted on the board to ensure that students are prepared and the rehearsal is efficient.

iii. Rehearsals will begin once the director calls the class to attention.
iv. Attendance will be taken 5 minutes following the bell ring.

1. Any student not in his/her seat and ready to play at that time will be marked tardy.

2. Attendance will be entered into the band office computer each day.

v. Throughout the rehearsal, students are expected to remain quiet and attentive. Failure to comply with these guidelines may result in the loss of daily points and/or alternative consequences.

vi. Rehearsal ends at the director’s discretion. With the director’s consent, students may begin to put away their instruments.

1. The director will ensure that students have adequate time to reach their next class. If the director holds the rehearsal late he will excuse band members from tardies.

vii. If the director decides to allow students to use class time for individual or group practice, students are expected to do as instructed.

1. Students who do not use class time as directed will face consequences.

viii. Students must behave in accordance with all rules and regulations laid out in the Desert Vista High School Student Handbook.

ix. Students must always have their instrument, music, and necessary instrument accessories listed above.

h. Band Room Expectations

i. No food or drink allowed

1. Water is the only exception

ii. No running or horseplay is permitted

iii. No balls, Frisbees, etc. or any kind of athletic ball or flying projectile is permitted.
iv. No cell phones permitted

v. No MP3 players permitted unless pre-approved by the director
vi. Percussionists in a percussion class, concert ensemble, and/or marching band are the only band members permitted to play on percussion instruments.

vii. “It’s your band room, keep it nice.”
3. Grading

a. Students’ grades will be comprised of the following weighted categories:
i. Quarter Grades – 80% of the semester grade

1. Participation points – 500 per semester

2. Concerts – 0-900 points per semester, depending on participation in concert bands. There are 2 concerts in the fall, and 3 in the spring. Each are worth 300 points each.

ii. Final Exam – 20% of the semester grade
b. Deductions in grades will be made for the following reasons:

i. Tardy – -5 points

ii. Unexcused Absence (Daily Rehearsals) – -5 points
iii. Inappropriate rehearsal behavior – -5 points

iv. Inappropriate treatment of instruments – -5 points
v. Unexcused Absence (Morning Rehearsal, Sectionals, Concerts) – -All points 

c. Extra credit will be given for the following reasons:

i. Attendance of a band or “classical” concert (including any DV choir or orchestra concert) +10 points

ii. Write a 350 word thesis on the history of your instrument (maximum of 1 per semester) +25 points

iii. Prepare and intermediate to advanced level solo (points awarded based on performance) +75 points

4. Competitions

a. Concert Band will participate in the Area Concert Festival in the spring.

b. Students must have on file a notarized medical and travel form.

i. Without said form, no student may travel on a bus for a school event.

ii. Forms must be notarized and/or signed by a Desert Vista administrator.

5. Financial Guidelines

a. Individual Fundraising

i. Money earned by the individual students through Band Booster Club sponsored fundraisers will remain in the student’s account for the duration of the student’s participation in band.

1. Monies in the account will be carried forward from each year to next.

2. At the end of the student’s last year in band, \any remaining balance will be absorbed into the band general fund.

3. If the student drops band the monies will not be refunded.

4. If the student is a senior, the remaining balance at graduation will be absorbed into the band general fund.

ii. All-band Fundraising

1. Money earned by the band as a whole through Band Booster Club sponsored fundraisers will be absorbed into the band general fund.

Lockers/Instrument Checkout

1. Lockers

a. Lockers may be rented from the band program without charge during the summer or school year.

i. Materials left in the band area without being stored in a locker may be confiscated by the band director.

b. Each locker will be assigned an individual lock.

i. Students may not provide their own lock.

ii. Locks must be returned at the end of the school year with their correct combination attached.

1. Failure to return a lock will result in the assessment of a $10 replacement charge.

c. Lockers may be used only for the storage of music instruments, music, instrument accessories, and other miscellaneous items necessary for rehearsal in a concert ensemble and/or marching band.

i. Items necessary for marching band should be stored together in a bag and not left loose.

ii. Lockers may not be used to store books, class work, loose clothing, or food.

1. Clothes from a marching rehearsal should be stored in a bag and kept in either a locker or in the practice room provided by the director.

iii. Any of the above-mentioned prohibited materials may be removed from the lockers without prior notice.

d. Lockers must be kept locked at all times.

i. Failure to lock a locker may result in the confiscation of items with in the locker or revocation of locker privileges.

e. Students are responsible for any and all property stored in their lockers.

i. Lockers may be searched without notice.

f. Materials or instruments left in a locker or the band area following the end of the school year will become the property of the Desert Vista Band.

2. Instruments 

a. Instruments for concert ensembles or marching band may be rented from the band.

i. Instruments may be rented by students involved in school ensembles only.

1. Exceptions must be approved by the director.

b. Rentals are subject to a fee determined by the band director based on the instrument rented and the number of rentals.

i. The rental fee for the school year is $45

c. Rentals are subject to the completion of a rental contract requiring the signature of the student and a parent/guardian.

d. Instruments must be returned at the end of the school year.

i. Instruments returned in poor condition will be subject to repair or replacement fees as agreed upon in the rental contract.

ii. Failure to return an instrument will result in the assessment of a replacement charge and may result in an incomplete grade in the student’s performing ensemble class.

e. Instruments must be stored in the correct locker at all times while in the band room.

i. Instruments left out or stored in the incorrect locker will be subject to confiscation by the band director.

Rental contracts may be revoked at the discretion of the band director, based on treatment of the instrument, its case, and/or other band property.

